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Praise for Mammy, | Don’t Want to Die:

‘Truly heartbreaking and
harrowing.written from the
heart..I cried from start to
finish...’

- Donna Price, Founder & Chairperson, Irish
Road Victims’ Association, www.irva.ie

‘I've no doubt that her efforts and this book
will help save young lives...’
Ray D’Arcy, RTE TV and radio presenter.

‘Her story is heartbreakingly sad and
uncompromisingly honest...inspirational...’
Mary Lou McDonald, TD and Sinn Fein Leader.

‘Heartbreaking, gripping, inspiring...”
Andrew McGuinness, Councillor and former
Mayor of Kilkenny.

‘Her story is one everyone should read.’
Eimear Ni Bhraondin, presenter on KCLR
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Son’s final words lend title to mum’s book

Conor Kane

Six little words: “Mammy,
I don’t want to die.”

They were the last words
of six-year-old Jake Brennan
after he was struck by a car
while playing outside his
home in 2014

And they are the words
chosen by his mother Ro-
seann for the book she has
written about her beloved
son'’s life and death.

Due to be launched on
April 18 in Kilkenny,
Mammy, I Don’t Want to Die
tells the story of little Jake
from the time Roseann and
husband Christopher found
out he was due, through all
the happy times of his short
life, the day of his death and
the aftermath.

“It's been very thera-

peutic,” Roseann says of put-

ting the book together with
journalist Kathryn Rogers.
“When I'm having a bad
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A family photo of Roseann, Christopher, Savannah, Kaelem, and

Jake, who died after being hit by a car while crossing the road.

day, I would just go to the
chapter when it happened,
when Jakey was taken on
me, and I just think ‘if I got
through that day, I can get
through this'.

“It helps me with seeing
just how far I've come.

“Some days I feel like I'm

getting nowhere but when I
look at it, I have come a long

way."

Jake died on June 12, 2014,
when he was hit by a car
while crossing the road out-
side his house in the Lintown
estate in Kilkenny City.

He left behind heart-

broken parents as well as
a sister, Savannah, and a
brother Kaelem.

In the months and years
that followed, the despair felt
by his close and extended
family and friends has been
lessened somewhat by Jake's
Legacy: A campaign started
by Roseann to lower speed
limits within residential
areas and which has been
acted upon by a number of
local authorities.

There have been many bad
times, including a period
after Roseann took an over-
dose of pills and woke up in
hospital.

“It took me weeks to even
foel right after that,” she
says. “It was scary that I
ended up doing that and
never planned it.

“I never had any mental
health problems. It was hard
because I just wanted people
to help me and save me

“T'had to rebuild my own
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The cover of Roseann Brennan’s
book.

life and my own confidence
again in being a mother and
a person... I just hope my
book might help someone
reach out and talk to some-
one.”

Roseann’s book tells the
story of some special days in
the family’s life, such as her

and Chris’s wedding day, her
pregnancy with Jake, and
his early years as a happy,
loving, outgoing boy.

“You get to know Jake and
then you have a few days
coming up to the accident,
then you have the full day 1
detail — the full, horrible
day,” says Roseann.

“1 tell everything exactly
how it went, and anything
that was put into the inquest
is all in there.

“We just wanted people to
see the true story.”

The launch takes place at
Langton’s House Hotel in
Kilkenny, when the special
guests will include former
hurler of the year Henry
Shefflin.

After that, the book will be
on general sale and Ro-
seann’s main purpose in put-
ting it together will be clear
for all to read.

“I wanted people to fall in
love with him,” she says.


http://www.irva.ie/
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heartfelt book on tragic Jake story

The title ‘Mammy, | don’t Want To Die’, is based on the last words she heard her son say

This unforgettable book was written
with Roseann Brennan, a wife, mother
and campaigner who founded the Jake's
Legacy road safety campaign.

Her national campaign has been
successful in reducing speeds in housing
estates and residential areas in every
county around Ireland in her beloved
son’s name.

Roseann wanted to write a book so that
she could record everything about her
Left: Roseann Brennan campaigns outside Leinster House in 2015. Right: The new book little bov Jake for posterity.

She also wanted to produce a book to help promote her campaign to save other children
from her child’s tragic fate.

Roseann hosted a successful launch in her native city of Kilkenny where the guest speaker
was hurling legend, Henry Shefflin. Her books were stocked and sold nationwide as she
embarked on a promotional tour with her typical energy and drive. She spoke at length
about her book and Jakie on the Ray D’Arcy show on RTE and also appeared on the Late Late
Show as part of her promotions.



